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Dear CTSI

RESEARCH RESOURCES |
The University of Pittsburgh
Library System (ULS)
ULS is committed to advancing scholarship at the University of
Pittsburgh, and supporting researchers is part of that mission;
the system has many initiatives in place to support research,
including:













Consultation with ULS subject matter experts, who offer
expertise to the university community in many different
areas, including psychology, statistics, biological sciences,
research data management, entrepreneurship, and copyright and intellectual property.
Research data services: support is offered for many activities related to research data throughout the research
lifecycle. ULS can help with developing computational skills
for research, finding and using the right tool for working
with data, and writing data management plans for grants.
Consultations with individuals and small groups and trainings and presentations for classes and lab groups are
offered upon request.
Scholarly communication and publishing services: these
services include information on making research publications Open Access, consultation regarding copyright, author rights, and reuse of scholarship, help with formatting
and publishing electronic theses and dissertations, and
sharing published work through https://library.pitt.edu/dscholarship, the University's online site for collecting, preserving, and sharing scholarly output.
The media production equipment and services equipment
lending program loans media equipment like video recording systems and cameras.
Video recording facilities are available through One Button
Studio.
The Whisper Room provides a sound-isolated booth for
making audio recordings for both podcast and video projects.
ULS also offers workshops and other events throughout the
year. Stay tuned to their website for upcoming events.

To explore ULS services further, click here.

FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES
Reducing the Duration of Untreated Psychosis in the United States
Research has shown that shortening the duration of first episode psychosis (FEP) leads
to better short and long term outcomes This
funding opportunity, sponsored by the National Institute of Mental Health, seeks research projects that propose to reduce the
duration of FEP and link patients to Coordinated Specialty Care (CSC). Proposal goals
should include identifying a baseline rate of
duration of first episodes in the community
or in institutional settings, identifying barriers to and strengthening referral pathways
for CSC, and developing and pilot testing
strategies for substantially reducing duration
of first episodes.
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute (PCORI) Broad Research Announcement
PCORI is seeking investigator-initiated applications for patient-centered comparative
clinical effectiveness research (CER) focusing
on the following priority areas of research:
addressing disparities; assessment of prevention, diagnosis, and treatment options; communication and dissemination research; and
improving healthcare systems. Applications
should address needs of patients, caregivers,
clinicians, and other healthcare stakeholders.

REGULATORY
NOTES | New
Budgeting Guidelines for Single IRB
Take Effect June 1

port. The IRB reserves the right to
decline to serve as the IRB of record
if funds were not budgeted for this
purpose. Funding will be used to
increase IRB staffing in order to
meet demand and reduce protocol
processing time.

The National Institutes of Health
(NIH) regulations requiring the use
of a single IRB of record for multisite studies have been in place since
2018. Given the amount of effort
involved in oversight of collaborating sites, starting on June 1, the
University of Pittsburgh Human Research Protection Office (HRPO/IRB)
will require that all NIH studies requesting that the Pitt IRB serve as
the IRB of record submit a budget
for direct costs to support this work.

In addition, the signatory agencies
of the Common Rule also now require the use of a single IRB of record for multi-site research. If al-

lowed by the funding agency, the
Pitt IRB can serve as the single IRB
of record for these studies provided
that the service is supported
through grant or departmental
funds. A budget must be prepared
prior to initiating a reliance request
to the Pitt IRB.
Further guidance can be found on
the HRPO website.

Research teams must contact the
Pitt IRB at least four weeks in advance of grant application due
dates to arrange for the development of a budget and letter of sup-

CTSI UPDATES | Bi-Annual Orientation to Research
Fundamentals Workshop: Basics for Research Coordinators
CTSI’s bi-annual Orientation to Research Fundamentals (ORF) program will take place virtually June 2-4. ORF
is an intensive, interactive workshop that covers the basic concepts required to successfully coordinate a research study; it provides an overview of regulatory requirements as well as information about a number of
resources that are available to help researchers in all phases of the research project lifecycle. Topics include
but are not limited to recruitment, developing manuals of operation, informed consent, FDA regulations and
other compliance topics, and managing participant payments.
ORF is especially relevant for newer research team members but is also attended by seasoned members of
the research community hoping to refresh their knowledge and learn about new developments. All are welcome regardless of experience level. Register here to attend.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Recorded Webinar
Democratizing Clinical Research: Scaling Access and Inclusion
Presented by the Center for Information and
Study on Clinical Research Participation
(CISCRP)
Wednesday, June 9 | 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Pitt Psychiatry Research Day
Presented by the University of Pittsburgh Department of Psychiatry
Virtual event
Recorded Webinar
Leveraging Patient and Participant Input to
Optimize Protocol Design
Presented by the Trial Innovation Network/
Tufts Center for the Study of Drug Development
Thursday, June 3 | 2 to 3 p.m.
Introduction to Research Data Management
Presented by the University of Pittsburgh
Health Sciences Library System
Virtual event
Wednesday, June 9 | 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
17th Annual Rehabilitation Institute Research
Day
Co-Sponsored by the Department of Physical
Medicine & Rehabilitation and the School for
Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Virtual event

QUESTIONS FOR US?
We’d love to hear from you:
ctsi@pitt.edu

DEAR CTSI,
Question: Our research group has used CTSI services postfunding for recruitment, regulatory, and statistical consultation,
as well as advice on community engagement; do you also offer
services in the pre-grant submission stage that we could use to
strengthen our grant proposals?
Answer: CTSI is here to help during all stages of the grant lifecycle. Pre-submission, CTSI research and recruitment facilitators can
act as naive readers of your grant, provide help with reviewing
your plan for the human subjects protections, and assist with recruitment planning and designing the recruitment methods section of your application. A scientific writer on the team can review
grant aims and research strategy to provide further input.
Many research teams also find it helpful to consult with CTSI’s
Biostatistics, Epidemiology, and Research Design (BERD) group pre
-submission for general advice regarding study design. Expert
statisticians can help determine the appropriate number of participants to achieve meaningful power analysis and ensure that survey questions are extracting data that is most relevant to addressing the proposed research hypothesis.
CTSI also provides letters of support highlighting the infrastructure we have available to help grants succeed. Letters can quantify the number of potential participants both within the UMPC system as a whole and within the Pitt+Me research registry who appear to meet study criteria in order to demonstrate feasibility.
Finally, the Community PARTners core can help research teams
think about how to engage community stakeholders in the study
design process prior to grant submission. Community constituents
have valuable input into unmet needs that researchers may not
have thought of.
Please contact us at ctsi@pitt.edu for both pre and post grant
submission assistance!
Readers, this space is reserved for your questions. If you have a
research question you would like to ask, please send it to
cliftons@pitt.edu and look for answers in our next edition.

